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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 


Ret Rafael Ronere)Fote. 


In regard to thg instructions given to Soto for 
the use of pyramidon as a secret ink, Mr. Stanley reports. 
that he has followed these Instruetioms and has been unable 
to develop successfully pyramidon writing with sodium 
bicarbonate. Mh. Stanley prepared the ink per instructions 
with representative samples of rye, bourbon and gin and 
wrote per instructions on manifold copy sheet paper, tablet 
paper and bond paper. The sodium bicarbonate had no effect 
on the writing on either the tablet or bond paper. On 
manifold paper (undamped) the writing was easily read after 


orate of sodium bicarbonate but with the rye and bourbon 
Sani 


ples the writing was fairly legible without treatment due 
to the color of the solvent. In all cases the writing was 
developed by heat and by ferric ferri-cyanide. The latter is 
the specific developer for pyramidon. 


Writing with bicarbonate was easily developed by 
heat, and the’ application ef pyramidon to the bicarbonate 
prior to heabing was. without effect, It may be noted here 
that after development by ferric ferri-cyanide the deep 
coler may be effectively removed by the bicarbonate solution. 


Through his experiments Mr. Stanley believes this 
te be a very impractical ink due chiefly to its relatively 
easy development by heat, and to its color.’ It is his belief 
that in.all probability’ the instructions as reported are” 
inaccurate, _A further check on these instructions Should be 
obtained with reference j i je of paper 
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Re: A Letter in Indented Writing; “132 Cae Room 
vw Addressed to J. Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Birow-of Investigation, 
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to Mr. Stanile 


Mr. Neasd 


Nok, 


Mr. Tracy 


On June 16, 1941 the above letter was referred 
y of the Laboratory for the purpose of as— 
certaining the indented writing appearing upon it. After | 
considerable examination and with the aid of photographs 
the following portions of the letter 

mined, 
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part in one of those meetings \ > 
vise to have a inteligtet office i 
on evéry (war) ship company," 4 


's contents were os Mh 
— ter Sir _ Cong. i? Parney eae 
2 Xthoma : ca tr iw 
-3 3 2 I mailed 3 similar LG to ----nt Govt. agencies, i 
= and I would like you to read the cohtents before ‘~--—-— Hi : 
i mail out the ad---~~ since —~--— numerous crewmen a- | 
j GOTMAN am gh ener were rowed --o--amin-- 4 
~~ Way over \ 
4 ee ich desired their help were on West st. — N.Y. § 
& Mr.APeters ---- office on a pier near I ------—— n 4 
5 oieaiaterneteie now on Brow-== in -—-~——— icon that must ---~an 5 
} { as- which I suspect are in --~---~- es now in this 4 
nation~a-d -p-n-~ show ~ l]--~~~~ ang@”-~-—~ The recent 5 
3 N. J. Bund case where a bund spy confessed he deserted 5 
: . said I would like to take 
~y j gD like going to be held advi 


that it was written by 
there is no return addr asuee 
partys) | AT 
Siete Pers oy pe 
gan ; ee O-ls OW 74 
Gi, BEATND +-"" The letter and photographs are g 
q ne in the files of the Burean- 
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ee German Embassy changes color from white to a light yellow © jem 
; ; When placed under a strong lamp. It is believed that the ae eerie 
paper is chemically treated to reflect any preliminary strong oe 
light examination by censors. Attempts are being made to 
obtain samples of this paper. 
ae: The above information is obtained from SIS #29. 9% 
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August 5 3 1941 ates Mr, Carson 


Mr. Drayton 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 


Mr. Hendon 
MEMORANDUM FOR Mi. LADD tr, cottey 
Mr. Harbo 
Re: Pyramidon KAminopyrine) Tele. Room 
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Tour Room 
Ak Experiments have been conduféted for the purpose Mtr. Nease 
of determining the effect of time o yPyramidon Secret bir. Tracy 

| Ink Writing. Sample messages writtén with this ink were 


placed in my desk on May 12 » L941, and were developed _ a 
periodically, the last one being developed on July 26, 1941. 


In every case development of the secret writing was perfect 
and time in no way effected the ink. 


It can therefore be stated that secret ink writing 
with Pyramidon as ‘prepared in this Laboratory remains intact 
” on paper (manifold copy sheet paper) for a period of approxi~ 


mately two and one half months, 
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Sergeant Alvin 8. Peck 

U. S. Avay Tranapart "Kent 
Hew York Port of Exthaurkation 
Arny Base 

Brooklyn, New York 


My dear Bergennts 
T am ip yoceipt of your latter dated 


indy 17, 1941, in whieb you fuwnisvhd certain 
iiformation rélative to secret writing anterials. 


wo The information furnished by you is 
being vetained in the files of the Buresu for 
' referagnce and you may be assured that your 
- Untevest in submitting these deta tote is 
- Bpprectated. 


Sincerely yours, 


Joba Edgar Hooyer 
Director 
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U.S. ARMY TRANSPORT "KENT! 

NEW YORK PORT OF EMBARKATION, av 

ARMY BASE, 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. 


JULY 17, 1941. 


DIRECTOR, . = 2 
GRIME DETECTION LABORATORY, 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


DEAR SIR: 


SQME TIME AGO | READ A MAGAZINE ARTICLE WHIGH DESGRIBED 
A METHOD OFSEGRET WRITING WHEREIN. DISTILLED WATER WAS USED AS THE 
INK, AND IN WEHSH-I-BEETEVE YOUR ORGANIZATION WOULD BE INTERESTED, 
I NSSMUCH AS THE WRITING 1S SUPPOSED TO BE ABSOLUTELY UNDETECTABLE, 
re UNDER THE ULTRA~VIOLET RAY, OBLIQUE ILLUMINATION, OR OTHER’ 
AID 
i 
Ed 
i 
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BRIEFLY, THE METHOD IS AS FOLLOWS: TRAGE THE CHARACTERS 

ON A DRY SHEET OF A FINE FAN PAPER, SUCH AS ONION-SKIN, WHICH HAS 

BEEN SUPERIMPOSED UPON A DAMP ONE, USING. DISTILLED WATER AS THE INK. 

THEN REMOVE THE SHEET WHIGH HAS BEEN WRITTEN UPON, AND ALLOW IT TO 
“DRY THOROUGHLY. ‘OBSERVATION UNDER THE MIGROSGOPE OR ULTRA-V1OLET 

WILL FAIL TO REVEAL THE GHARAGTERS. HOWEVER, IF THE PAPER SUSPECTED 
‘OF GONTAINING WRITING BE SUSPENDED FOR A FEW MINUTES IN A SOLUTION mG 
OF GERTAIN DYES (LISTED BELOW), THE GHARACTERS WILL RETAIN A LITTLE 

MORE OF THE. DYE THAN THE REMAI NBER OF THE SHEET, AND IN THIS WAY 

THE WRITING IS "DEVELOPED", 


| 

- THE FOLLOWING DYES ARE SUITABLE FOR USE AS DEVELOPERS: i 

(PRICED AT THE NATIONAL ANILINE -AND GHEMIGAL GO., GHIGAGO, ILLS.) 
b3 Per CIA 

-83 PER LB. b7E 

1 1 5 "l on u | 
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ec it is 


J ShestomlB0-L04- Tae 


THE MAGAZINE ARTICLE DID NOT STATE WHETHER: ORANGT TO USE =ATIGN 
AN AQUEOUS OR ALGOHOLIG SOLUTION, BUT PERHAPS THAT a 6 Tre 
MINED BY YOUR GHEMIST VERY EASILY. 4 


| TRUST THAT THIS INFORMATION MAY BE sera 
GANI ZATION. 


VERY TRULY YOURS, 


cro: 
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ST. SGT. A. 8. PEGK, 


WAR DEPARTMENT 
U.S.A.T. "KENT! 
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’ ARMY BASE, 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 
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U.S. DEPT... OF JUSTIGE, 


WASHINGTON, D.C, 
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The following is miscellaneous data in connection — 
with the use ofCacerat inks x the above subject. 


Eee eee 

A arerpen sd points are in all probability 
ssibe the writing Sepimeents nied: ‘by the-subjects’ The fact that tests Yor 
the ink believed to have been uaed by the subject for this type of 
writing were negative when a data this specinen shggesta that 
tha subject eltter wiped these toothpicks very varefally after use 
or that he used small bits of cotton wrapped around the tip, 


At least one‘of the inks believed to haya been used by 
the subject jor this purpose was Pyramidons This substance makes 
a vary oe ink iostkther aqueous or alcoholic solution and 


de: tha coneentxation can be davalopad by ferric ferricyanide 
The subsect eyidentally uséd thia sabstance as 


Wiitous and aleoholie solution since he wes on one b7E 2 
Bcanlon “told by his superiovsto use aloohol because 1+ was safer, d of 
Yt appears that the word pon was used by the subsect in on 
: his correspondence to signify the usa of sacrat inks In regard to ae: 
5 the development of secret messages sent to the above subject by his edend 
foreign corraspondents he was told by the latter to dovelop such -e 
{ sdemt writing by use of a saturated solution of washing soda chemically c 
13 inom as sodium carbonate. This information waa obtained from a 
wense deciphired secret ink code message from his correspondents in Europe 
re nee the posicnie The date a thig Wile was e daly 5, 19h» On Angust 8, 
tere f syOea? Kk neseeoe bs sub daevelonsr b bors re 
si gonwonts b3 Per CIA 
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; 80-604, MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TRACY ; Mr. Coffey 
Kir. Marho 
Res Senor + sel Gr | Tote. Room ad 
: . | . Tour Room ee eeneentye 
ee The téllowing + is data reported’ "fo navd nee i a — 
given to the above subject as instructions for secret - om “om 
writing » renee 
~ is6 Gen 
Nd CC tia 


; - The paper the above subject was to use is ; 
of the dull finish linen type and definitely not any woo 
pulp paper. The reason for the use of linen paper is int 
all er the mate due to the color match between it and 


b3 Per CIA 


the material used as his ‘ink. b7E . 
% 
The subject was ‘to have uéed 4. ball point pen as Pury 
his writing implement in preparing his secret messages. ; ‘ "oe" 
va. 2? 
is a usual type of pen point for such writing. rea te 
: tie 


A nitful of [Jan four teaspoonfulstof _ ‘ 
water was to have been used by the above subject as his secre tz b3 Per CIA 
ink. is quite insoluble in water and the resi{ltin ngs Qb7E 


ink is mere i earing liquid containing suspen ode. So, os 
particles ‘of This is’ a rather unusual ink. : = 


a) 


= 

‘The procedure followed by the subject is a Pats ae 

follows; PT ‘ 
The secret message is written on one side “thes: 


paper which is marked in some manner to enable the write 3 to Pies 
BOT on which side this message is so that he may - later 0% ‘arte his dum 


RBCORDED [rear SLAY OF INVESTIGATION 
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Page two 
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; The method used to signify the presence of 

secret writing on the above subject's letters was the presence 
of Roman Numerals in the date heading the letter or placing the 
letter "st at the end of the last word in the text of the letter 
and if this word already ended in "s" an additional "s" was to 
have been added. 


After considerable experimentation the above ink 
was found to be fairly w means a b3 Per CIA 
saturated solution of The’ " "DIE 
letters in the secret message developed the characteristic 
reddish—pink color. : 
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7 Tele, Room 
Re: Tele me Call from Tour’ Room 
A.M aniel 
; Law Librarian, Howard University 


enemy 


Mr. Nease 
Mr. Tracy 
errr 


Miss Beahm 


'On October 20, 1941, Mr. A. ML Daniel, law librarian iseeiits 

at Howard University, called the Laboratory and talked with Mr. Martin. aan 
He said he had started reading Van Doorn's History entitled "The oy 
\ eret Hi of the United States" and that he ngfed therein an 

article indicating that Majo Andre and Benedict Affold at. the time of 

: the American Revolution used a enciphering system Bor writing¥secret 
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in working owb his enciphered messages. He also sai@ that his source : 
: ted that Andre did use a book for Xs key. He said 
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the book in question is made up of two volumes entitled. ‘Burlamagui on 
Natural Law' by} Milarck, published in 1752. He said ¢ ese two volumes. « 
are the oldest books in the law library at Howard University. He inquired 
as to the address of th merican C0 rhogram Association and wag advised 
that their headquarters ‘were at Burton, Ohio. Daniel said he was just 
beginning his research into this problem and had no other information 
concerning it; that he had no enciphered messages. He steted that when 


“tr he i, 


ed 


2 A 
Athy oe tb ; 


\ he got into the problem further he would be pleased to drop by the 
~5 Laboratory and show us the books he had and the information he had been 
VanG able to gather together on it. 
{ eee ¢ 
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oul tts regular work along 
thet one off the more inexpensive 
for your purposes. the specifica 
a used with complete satie- - 
General Bleatric Autotrans- 
conplete with General 
the approximte cost of the 


Sad type of reflector would be 


thie information will be of 


Sincerely ‘yours, 


Edgar Hoover 
Dirertor 


ade tay 


ve" BISTRICT QE-COLLUIMBIA 


; D. C. WORKHOUSE, OCCOQUAN, VA. 
ae D. Cc. PENAL INSTI TIONS 
BOARD OF PUSCIC WELFARE Pe e Daa S TITY. car orang ARTHUR L. PETITT, SUPT. 
conrad ver Byrne — RAY L. HUFF et ee ony oR 
KOE OECEONETIC GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT 0.C, JAIL, WASHINGTON, D, C 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WELFARE <r THOMAS M. RIVES, Supt. 
E. A. GREEN eer re ee 
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ADDRESS REPLY To: 


D, C. PENAL INSTITUTIONS 
P. O. Box 25, LORTON. VA. 


December 17, 1947 


Mr. Je Edgar Hoover, 
Director 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr.e Hoover: 


4S 7 : “ We are interested oe the purchase of equip- 
e: - ment which is most practical in the. use -of detection 
SS. oO of concealed writing, commonly called a black Light. 
= ; “We are about to purchase this equipment and 
mw y would appreciate any advice that can be given us that 


would be helpful in drawing up specifications. 


Very truly yours, 
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Mr.’ J. Edgar Hoover, Directar . 
Fedral Bureau of Investigation 


Departmerit of Yustice . re 
Washington, ?.C. 


i 


7 
fr s * . ; 


pre 


aie: 5 e ; 
1 4 g : 
: P 
; y ram ; 
“os saty TPS SMIRK December 20, 1941 
4 Ss ? 
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, ‘ MEMORANDUM rorn| | | 


if Re: - 
b7D 
Your communication dated Noveiiber 29, 1941 and 
received in the Bureau! b : 
The results of the examination made by the Technical ; 
Laboratory are as follows: ' f 
; : : .b3 Per CIA 
! b7D 
: b7E 
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63982 | 5 
oC MEMORANDUM ror[ | een CIA 


-bTE 


b. JPS:BIR January 9, 1942 | : 


‘ a8 tn accordance with 
December 26, 1 


Tn vegard to y; for an answar to yours 
of Noverber 29, 1941, an answer to the game b7D 
was forwarded to you Becamber 20, 1941, 
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ment of invistbie woe OE tee its Le 


ene ies ee th your 
any | Loge BevEral pasphl ets 
weil he of asetatunese te pene 

-~ With beat wishes and kind regards, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


we 


'SDHN EDGAR HOOVER 


DIRECTOR 


Federal Bureau of Investigation - 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, A. C. 


January 10, 1942 


Call: 2:10 P.M, 
Dictated: 2:30 P.M, 


: ; : MBMORANDUM FOR MR. NICHOLS 


On January 10, 1942, Mrs. Ruth Hooker, 
Librarian of the Naval Research Library,inacostia 
: Station, Washington, D. C., called and in ity absence 
3 talked with Special Agent Wahab. 


She requested to be furnished with any 
material the Bureau might have Pertaining to secret 
writing and the development of invisible ink, 


2 : Attached ts n appropriate letter to Mrs, 
Hooker forwarding several reprints from the FBI Law 
| Ss Enforcement Bulletin >on the subject. 
d eo Respectfully, 
‘S . : sas oe Cfo con 
| . R. CG. Hendgn 
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GENERAL SUPERINTERDERNT : 


D.C. JAIL, WASHINGTON, D, CG. 
THOMAS M. RIVES, Supr. 


a E. A. GREEN 
BUSINESS MANAGER B. Cc, REFORMATORY, LORTON, Va. 
Cc. O. BOTKIN, SuF?T. 


ADDRESS REPLY To: 


D. C. PENAL INSTITUTIONS (ue 
P.O. Box 25, LORTON. Va. 


January 5, 1942 


peor 


Mr. John Edgar Hoover, 
Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, Dee 
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ail woe 
‘pear Mr. Hoover: ge ipo 


We acknowledge and appreciate your letter 
of December 29, re placklight and are’ purchasing 


Lue at cor dmeeduar tone eeeiead ub atasensner ane Weert AO RAR ROAdA Canal 
as you recommenda 
intone 
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Ray tf Huff’ 
General Superintendent fies DT 


RTME 
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DIRECTOR ie cet : : Mr. &. A, Tamms 
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Hederal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice KK 
Washingtun, B. c. | 
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Mr. Rosen 


January 30, 1942 fr. Carson 


| Mir, Caffoy 
A : obs au Mr. Hendon 
: 80-604, . . My. Holfoman 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TRACY Mr. Quins Tamm 


tar, Harbo 
Re: Visit gf Telo, Room b7D 


- My. Nease 


AE EEL 


Miss Beahm 


Miss Gendy _' 


(ty aemereanmimesmmeriasnmtcteneensa saan 


was turned ; ; 5; 


b3 Per CIA 
b7D 
b7E 


Tt is interesting to note tha 


| AG - 


on January 13, 1942 at 10:0 or the, purpose of interviewing 
Mrs. Slater, 


Pope tee 


yoy } 
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Ample notes were taken on the material discussed by 
and are being retained in the laboratory. ; 


Respectfully, 


EO 


E. P. Coffey 


Mr, E, A, Tamin 


: x = Mrs Clegg _ 
3 ; Mr. Glavin 
Peteral Bureau of Investigation - Mrs Ladd 
United States Arpartment of Justice PE cei 
Mr. Tracy : 
Washington, B.C. . Mr. Rosen 


March 4, 1942 


.Pranscribed: 6:30 P.M. 
MEMORANDUM FOR WR. TRACY Mr. Quinn Tamm 
‘ . ; Mr. Harbo 
Tele, Room 
-Mre Nease 
a, - Miss Beahm 


an Tt 
Miss Gandy 


a ee While taiking with Mr. Sam Klaus of the Treasury Department 
telephonically on the evening of March 4, 1942, he advised that they . 


wee stent ha ev EEMEMAEIME at RctaRAP TMI we 


Ey have a- neyMrecipel 3 for making@’secret ink. Mr. Klaus stated that this ab 
I will be sent to the Bureau in due course. xs * 
Very truly yours, 2 


Ab : 
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FEDERAL BURE ; m 
IPS: AL AU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Lahoratory Report 


ape 16, 192 File # ao gay rapide ue DE 
Re: : ine # 
‘ Analysia of Secret Writing 73919 
Herrin Seybold Potter Co, | 
Glevelam, ohio 
Examination requested by: 
Cleveland 
Reference. 
: . Letter 3/18/42 
Examination requested: 
Document (Seoret Writing) 
Specimens: 
; Stanley 
: «QS Ane letter addressed to "Mr. Lee Boardman, Federal Bureau of 
1 - tavestigation, Cleveland, Chic", written on stationery of 
fi the Harris Seybold Potter Co., which letter is self-explanatory. 
¥ a Rebulé of examinations 
i: Specimen Q5 was examined carefully and the secret message 
‘4 on it was ascerbained by means of a general developer for secret inks. 
} The message reads as follows: 
4 
i tye, Lee Boardman 
Hh totem Tt is directed that you investigate possible 
Bh eA Tonite sabotage conditions at lth and F Streets as 
iy. etess___ quickly as possible. | 
a : Signed 
ae a, é The Ohief of F.B.I. 
a PF onregeeranrc peer nenrn f Washington, B. C." 
Grom __| COMMUNICATIONS SECTION a i : 
Hl ‘f ee M A Ene gbaye linfdrmation is not to be forwarded to the 
eo ee Herris, Seybold, Potter Cqmpany. 
Saar Bk a 
RO oces FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1~Labova tos peranTHENT OF JUSTICE 
Quinn Tamm, Bove L 


’ 
Nease 


Go 
- «QQ APR 211942 
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Page two 
Tahoratory Report '73910 


_ Tt da requested that your office contact the above 
Company and inform them that due to the pressure of current 
laboratory work the chemists of the Laboratory are unable to under- 
take the extensive analytical examination which would be necessary 
to determine the exact chemical or chomicale employed by them as a 
secret ink, However, the Bureau -would appregiate any information 
the above company would be willing to give in regard to the chemicals 
employed both for the secret ink and its specific developer. 


Specimen Q5 is being retained by the Laboratory, however, 
a typewritten copy of this specimen is being returned to your office 
herewith for the completion of your file. 
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Hederal Bureau of Investigation 5S 23 ) eS : 
Untted States Department of Justice : 
Cleveland, Ohio ie 
March 18, 1942 
CES: GS 
Attention: Technical Laboratory 
Director | 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. - 


_ . Dear Sir: 

» There is transmitted herewith a letter received by \ 

x the Cleveland Field Division from th\tiarris-Seybold—Pobber | OW) 

K << Company, 4510 East 7lst Street, Cleveland, Ohio. 

XN f 2 at 
ae The letter is self-explanatory and the same is being 


contains a message by the secret writing process discovered 
by the above named corporation. | 
“we . 


. , The letter is being transmitted to the Technical 
Laboratory for such action as it deems necessary. 


So transmitted to the Technical Laboratory inasmuch as the letter = 
= 

NY 

~ Very truly yours, 


Ct (Boardaren” ETS 2 
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L? V. Boardman Ss ; 
Special Agent in Charge a % mat 
be 
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OFFSET LITHOGRAPHING, PRINTING AND GRAVURE PRESSES e PAPER CUTTING AND BOOKBINDING MACHINERY 


HARRIS -SEYBOLD- POTTER CO. 


General Offices: 4510 East 71st Street « CLEVELAND, OHIO 


‘CHEMICAL DIVISION 
Th. 24, (19 e 

ardman 

ae of Ty estigation 

6 oct, ee bo hed oF. € 4 
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t it pay ooagsione lly, be to your ade 
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enttelCas wunie nt 22% oh the‘ eyes of 

ig sand oaoeas ate fork uld unis pe trtie of 

Heit orders ef sy pose Vow office is 

7 methods. of Coceet wri ete 

j of images written in. water ‘by a CIA 
PO, 

we hive discoveréa dogs’ not develop 

and moreover it is masked. Heat does 

Soaking in, water will destroy it. Only - 


ieee x delowing the, process, gan féad the secret writing. 
; Perhaps Lt teally ig.no secret after all, but if 
it. is, “the government ‘is certainly welcome to ite 


Our laboratory is ideally equipped tq study any 
problem dealing with written communications ;, that is, any 
process whereby intelligence is Pdcorded’ onpaper or a 
similar medium. It is our desire to, assist in any way 
possible in furthering our national ‘war effort. 7 hati | * 


The paper on which this letter ‘isfwrittert eontedins ; 
a message by the secret wrating process nentigned above. 


(ih very Svar vi, bad) 


Tliam H. Wood 
Director of Chemical Research 
Harris-Seybold-Potter Co. 
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ae 


—ERUREAAD, OHIO 


Examination requested by: CLEVELAND 
Date of reference communication: TST, Sul Bed2 


NE (Ssoreh Wetting} 


Examination requested: Et 


Result of Examination: 
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St a en ee er 


os ¥ on sete rena et a 7 4 Tue 
4 t i 
ater R ie . ‘ View Telson o 
OHN EDGAR. HC : : : 2“ oan ee 
piesa ' : Nos f ir. E. As Tamm 


A a EVIL RT orice imal 6 ~ 
| id 


+ 


J 
~ LE, 


A 


op 
deel poo ee 


DIRECTOR * 
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Hederal Bureau of Investination Mrs Gtevin 
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United States Department of Justice 


Mr. Nicho Is 


Washington, B. C. Mrs Tracy . 


Mr. Rosen 


Ss 
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EPC: AF March z Ba ees 19 4 Mr. Carson 
r. Coffey 


MT 
,~ ‘ 7 ter» Rendon : 
ge a te ire Holfoman 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TRAGY Mr. Quinn Tamm 
: Mr. Harbo 
es Tele, Room 
Re: (Surplus Marketing Administration Tour Room 
Secret Ink on Stamps Mr. Nease 
& 
. + 5 . rp i Miss Beahm 
oe ae A ‘ ae ' 7 \ Miss Gandy 
ae rn 
; Frank{Major, former Bureau epfloyee now with 
G ottel in“the Surplus Marketing dministration, called 


at my office with Mr. R. L.¥Burton“of that Administration. 
They referred to previous assistance rendered by the Bureau 

in connection with the invisible marking of food stamps 

to prevent fraud. They stated the swindlers had now found 

a way to wash off the invisible inks previously recommended 

by the Bureau. They asked whether the Bureau could recommend 
& new ink which would be non-soluble in water. TI advised. 

them that I thought "Fantom—Fast", an invisible laundry 
marking, would be suitable for the purpose if the viscosity 
could Be adjusted to the paper surface of their stamps. 

I told them that because of the war effort the Bureau was not 
predently able to engage in any extensive research work of this 
‘nature. I told them that if the viscosity could be easily 
adjusted we would give them the formula. o 
work to dilute "Fantom-Fast" to the desired viscosity, the 


4 If the Bureau approves and it is possible without much [vat 


Surplus Marketing Administration will be advised. je 
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oe S geod writting peper with dull finish. avoid ri 
oY: ~ Reretching, Duy for 10 mimites, then-with Ox - = ey - 
fies SS eotly the seme kind of paper rub off both Sides ar ot 
& YG 3 minutes each with a eireviar itotiten, -' i. oS 
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os a, Be the reference message Lor the following does not ane 
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¥ vag? 


ae ~ | Pebruary 27, 1942, Please arrange now 
thd address for Enrique only, Recommend that you 

ye arrange with Eorique to use Anis ink Lor your 
aes. mali t6 him, Reoips follows, 


: : b3 Per CIA . 
Ne Merch 2, 1942, | at 0.53 } tablet in b7E 
aN & tablespoons full of algohol, ab least 208. a 


: a! 
he #s-  , Whe reference message was intercepted on Jan cs 


in reply refer to Initials 
and No. 


NAVY DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 


WASHINGTON 


ae 


{ for mgs. 22 
“AV Secret Inke Used by Gorman Agent 


SMAFONTAAST Oh sa Aaicon inceats contib betihiiy @ aenesion ese GES: 


i ror he 
¢ cm The following intercepts perbainiineto vas above 
*  SUBIECT have recently been racedved: oe 


st 


cover 


Prepare fresh every time, . Write as biz as pos» % 
site ebhepwise same ag ip message No, UB x 
but dey 30 nutes, Developer (recips) follows, es 


veats in pert as follows: 


eo x 
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2 12R Oe 
£b3 Per CIA | 3 


Rough draft 


! ne | 63540 


Memo to Mr. Trac ; 
. Suggestion for General control of use of 
Secret Ink by foreign agents. 


: Messrs. Appel and Stanley have advanced the suggestion that 
it might be possible to- considerably aid secret ink work in this country(and ,. ; 
certaattly in smaller countries allied to our counter-espionage effort) by sec Nes 

iform paper product available to spies so adjusted by the addition of | ye | 

aterials in the mix as to produce one of two results, viz: ae 

; 1. Expose any attempt to use any secret ink. oon 

2. Enable development of any secret ink in our Jlaborato het a 
by uniform tests designed not for reaction with the ink but for reaction with! 
the paper which would ‘show the absence of reaction where the sedret ink cous 
or a so called negative pattern or white line. 


ie 


ao 
v/ This would be accomplished by requiri 


e. 
to use a set¥formulae of materials mixed with their own ingredients, and no other. | 
It is con d that this might be difficult in view of the large number of 
manufacturers. It could be confined of course to writing paper manufacturers. J 
It is apparent that spies consider the paper on which they write as shown be 


the correspondence asking that certain kinds of papers be used, indeed, ‘thers , 


9 An en wer faa teh eran Ane we 


aah eae feb, see 


must be a shortage of good paper for the purpose in Europe since they have} .* 
“ele been directed to bring back to Europe a supply. i 
SF Further, the extent of the orders or laws necessary woukd — ; 
: ® favor the leaking of information regarding control or product. Of course Be. ‘ i 
eek individual requests could be made of key officials only and some degree of © OR Ges 


secrecy maintained but it is known that the danger of leak would be great. 
It is believed however that at least there could be excluded from the open 
market papers which now facilitate spy writing with secret ink, such as motthed’’,' 
\ and rough: finishes. 


a 
se teer ieee 


oO” 
; 
; 


- Lf it should be concluded that the project is impracticable 
the further suggestion is advanced that regulations of the Censorship might ~ 
provide that only certain kinds of papers and envelopes will be permitted for enki 
mail going to foreign coumtries. To prevent such regulations from being o 
discriminatory such paper and envelopes could be obtainable only from Post offic ; 
|) which would in turn accept supplies from any manufacturer who complies with o oe 
} specifications. . ? 


Te. © ‘6 feb the same time, of course, the paper and envelopes used by  °; 
} oor own services couldxhe specially prepared so as to permit optimum conditions. .. <4 


[sim séd¥et ink work.  Mspéeialiy should it be considered whether uniformly safe , 
‘a, | envelopes shoyld beifidepted Moy, the Government universally; to be safe from. ams 
pebeainnering etc. - —° Asn @ +. BBC fg : bo 
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senate ; FEDFPAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
sbghe : pete «0 0 - 4941 . 18 _, ., Eaboratory 
____Mr. Allen 7118 Mr. LaRock 73255 
___Mr. Appel 1410 ___Mr. Magee 73525C \ ae : 
_Mr. Baughman 7325D Mr. Martin 7326 Masag Bs a 
Mr. Beach 75257 —— Mr. McCarthy  7525¢ Be reg aie 
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